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Nov. 14, 2007
Contact: UM Associate Professor Karen Adams, Department of Political Science, 406-2432105, karen.adams@umontana.edu.
MONTANA MODEL UNITED NATIONS NOV. 19-20 AT UM
MISSOULA—
More than 400 high school students will debate world issues at the 42nd annual
Montana Model United Nations Conference to be held Nov. 19-20 at The University of
Montana.
Students from 17 Montana and Idaho schools will attend the event.
The conference begins with opening ceremonies at 8:30 a.m. Monday, Nov. 19, in the
University Theatre. Terry Weidner, director of U M ’s Mansfield Center, will deliver the
keynote address on China’s role in international politics.
Weidner holds a doctorate in Chinese history from the University of California, Davis,
and has worked as a Chinese political and economic analyst. He also served as a political
officer at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing, where he was one of two people responsible for
reporting on the Chinese pro-democracy movement.
Following opening ceremonies, students will meet on the third floor of the University
Center to participate in one of six committees: the Security Council, General Assembly
Plenary, General Assembly First Committee (security issues), Economic and Social Council,
United Nations Environmental Program or the Commission on Narcotic Drugs.
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The committees will be staffed by a team of students in UM Associate Professor Karen
Adams’ Model United Nations course, offered through the University’s political science
department. Each high school student will “represent” one of the 192 U.N. member states to
debate and write resolutions that address important international issues.
A list of topics the committees will consider is online at
http://w w w .cas.umt.edu/mun/2007/hstopicg. html.
UM faculty guest speakers, including Nobel Laureate Professor Steve Running, will
address the student committees Monday afternoon. This is the first time in the 42 years of the
conference that students will be addressed by a Nobel Laureate.
Conference participants will be treated to an ice cream social from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Monday on the second floor of the University Center. UM international students will join them
for the event.
Closing ceremonies will be held from 4 to 5 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 20, in the University
Theatre. Awards will be announced for event delegates, schools and conference staff. Twenty
high school seniors will be awarded scholarships to attend UM.
The conference is funded by school and delegate fees, as well as contributions from
UM ’s College of Arts and Sciences, Division of Student Affairs, Office of the President and
Department of Political Science.
For a detailed conference schedule and list of participating schools, go online to
http://w w w .cas.umt.edu/mun/2007/hsconfmfo. htm l.
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NOTE TO MEDIA: Interviews can be arranged with conference organizers by calling Karen
Adams, associate professor of political sciences and conference faculty adviser, at 243-2105 or
e-mailing karen.adams@umontana.edu.
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